





If The River Is Hidden

If the River is Hidden charts
the journey of two writers
from the source to the
mouth of the Bann, Northern
Ireland’s longest river.

Through a dialogue of

prose and poetry the history,
landscape and divisions

that have come to define

the North are explored

and challenged. With
backgrounds from each side
of the sectarian divide,
theirs is a journey of
uncovering a sense of place
and of searching for meaning.

"Two pilgrims travel the length of the River Bann in Ulster. Beauty, horror, loss,
banality - Smyth and Jordan-Baker's fluid, intermingled writings trace their
honourable journey through a personal/political landscape with heart-breaking
honesty and integrity. The kind of writing the world needs.’

Pascal O’Loughlin (author of The Goddess Lens and The Conspirators).

‘Gliding from poetry to prose, in language that flexes between plain spoken and
gorgeous, laconic and charged, the braided voices of Cherry and Craig switch
and mingle, banter and dissolve, as they follow the River Bann.’

Mary Montague (author of Tribe and contributor to The Guardian’s Country Diary).

Cherry is an Irish writer, living in London. Her first
two poetry collections, When the Lights Go Up,
2001 and One Wanted Thing, 2006 were published
by Lagan Press.

Her third collection, Test, Orange, 2012, and fourth,
Famished, 2019 were published by Pindrop Press.

You can read about Craig on The Nacullians page.



Three Gifts

If you could save the life of a
loved one by trading in years
of your own life, how many
years would you give? How
many lives could you save?
Would you know when to stop?

Francis Broad has done just
that and has negotiated the
day of his death, now he
must come to terms with the
decisions he has made.

Three Gifts explores one
man'’s attempt to live a good _ / A
life, his sense of responsibility, — “Heaythreakingand ™

. . thiought-provoking”
gratitude and what it means , Beth Miller

to love.

‘A heart-breaking and thought-provoking
exploration of what we might give up for love.’
Beth Miller (author of Starstruck and The
Missing Letters of Mrs Bright).

Mark A. Radcliffe is the author of two novels, Gabriel’s
Angel (2010) and Stranger Than Kindness (2013), both
published by Bluemoose and a collection of short
stories, Superpowers (2020) published by Valley Press.

He is currently the Subject Lead for Creative Writing at
West Dean College of Art and Conservation.

Mark lives in Hove with his wife Kate and swims in the
sea a lot.




In Defence Of The Act

Are we more like a coffee
HM bean, a carrot or an egg?
What happens to us when
we are boiled in the trials
@E[FEM@E and tribulations of life?
Jessica is coming to terms
@E with her own relationships,
and reflecting on what it
FWE R —f- means to be queer, when
a single event throws
everything she once
m@ F S e believed into doubt.
Laura Wilkinson

. Can she still defend the act?
Effie Black %

WOMEN'S

PRIZE

FICTION
2024

‘In death obsessed scientist Jess, Effie ,
Black has created one of the freshest, most

engaging characters I've encountered in WOMEN'S
years. In Defence of the Act is a whip-smart PRIZE
exploration of what it means to truly live.

Fresh, thought-provoking and, at times, -
surprisingly funny.’ FICTION
Laura Wilkinson (author of Skin Deep) 2024

Effie Black is a London-based writer with a
background in science. She enjoys writing from a
queer perspective and she likes bringing a spot of
science into her fiction too.

Effie's short stories have appeared in Litro and the
époque press é-zine.

In Defence Of The Act is Effie’s debut novel.




The Shape Of Guilt

Robert Bunny, a toy bunny
rabbit, observes the steady
decline of a family he so
desperately wants to be a
part of.

His is the only voice of reason
as he connects the crumbling I_lSA FRANSSON
mind of Deborah to her son

Alex,whilst she tries to save him L s

from the very worst of himself. Georgin pruce

The Shape of Guilt charts a
pattern of secrecy and trauma,
one which culminates in a
brutal and drastic action. Will
Robert Bunny be able to save
the ones he loves?

‘Lisa Fransson writes with compelling sensitivity and black humour about the
complicated hauntings of family life. Her debut novel is emotionally complex,
disturbing, and beautifully weird. This is literature at its most gorgeous and
provocative best.’

Georgina Bruce (author of This House of Wounds)

Lisa Fransson is a bilingual writer living on the
south coast of England with her husband and three
teenagers. In her native Swedish, Lisa is an award-
winning children’s author, while in her adopted
English she’s a writer of novels and short fiction.
She's represented by Intersaga Literary Agency.

The Shape of Guiltis Lisa’s debut novel.




Meadowlands Dawn

..thoughtful, generous fiction.’ Im pr isoned by the a pa rtheid
Jonny Steinberg

‘..an authentic...fresh perspective on ‘ re g I m e I ﬂ S O U t h A'FI’I C a /

apartheid South Africa and its a,itermalh.’ ‘ = ' .

Lindy Stisbel N , Verity Saunders endures

“...this debut novel...is thrilliné.’ l i - -

Ao pb ' @ the daily degradation of her

" ' incarceration whilst coming to
terms with the disappearance
of her activist lover, Tariq
Randeree.

Thirty years later, Verity sets
out to uncover the truth about
her past and to confront those
who brutalised and betrayed
her. As secrets are exposed
she learns that in order to
truly heal she must embrace
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Q the path of forgiveness.

‘A thoughtful, generous fiction about the ever-unfinished business of South Africa’s past.’
Jonny Steinberg - author of Winnie & Nelson

"This exciting debut novel is an authentic take on the experience of detention in apartheid
South Africa in the 1980s, describing the twists and turns of political deception,

brutality and survival. Though this is in part a sombre read, it is shot through with ironic
humour, with resilience and, finally, with hope for the healing of the central character and
the flawed nation she represents. Meadowlands Dawn allows the reader to gain a fresh
perspective on apartheid South Africa and its aftermath.’

Lindy Stiebel - Professor Emeritus University of KwaZulu-Natal

Jo Beall studied English Literature and Economic
History in South Africa before completing a PhD
at the London School of Economics. She taught
international development at the LSE, was Deputy
Vice Chancellor at the University of Cape Town
and was Global Director of Education and Cultural
Engagement at the British Council.

Meadowlands Dawn is Jo's debut novel.



The Language of Remembering

Returning from Brazil with
his wife and daughter, Qisin
is looking to rebuild a life in
Ireland and reconnect with
his mother, Brigid, who has
early onset Alzheimer's. As
her condition deteriorates,
she starts to speak Irish, the
language of her youth, and
reflect on her childhood
dreams and aspirations.

The Language
of Remembevring

Mother and son embark bk ol e
. Mary O’Donnel
ona J ourn ey Of p ersona | ‘Holloway is a rare and immense
. talent...the writing is sublime.’
discovery and as past traumas Doral Ryan
are exposed, they begin to Patrick Holloway

understand what has shaped
them and who they really are.

"Tender and humane...lyrical and open-hearted.’
Sean Hewitt

‘A beautiful meditation on family, love, andthe fragility of remembering.’
Elaine Feeney

'Patrick Holloway is one of the most excitingvoices to emerge in Irish writing in quite
some time.’
Billy O'Callaghan

"...a deeply moving novel, as skilful ascontemporary fiction gets.’
Benjamin Wood

Patrick Holloway is an Irish writer of fiction and poetry
and is an editor of the literary journal, The Four Faced
Liar. He completed his Masters in Creative Writing
from the University of Glasgow, before moving to
Porto Alegre, Brazil, where he completed his PhD in
Creative Writing.

The Language of Remembering, Patrick’s debut Novel,
will be published in 2025.




Spit

Welcome to Spit, where
Danny Mulcahy is losing the
run of himself, and where, as
he and his friends dream of
escaping small town life, an
unexpected death sets the
rumour mill into motion.

Suffering an unexplained,
perpetual banishment the
= Spook of Spit is watching
t't*v’:,é‘gh everyone and everything.

Alyrical and

hauntingread... : iR As events spiral out of control,

Cauvery Madhavan

the past, present and future
are set to collide. What does
it take to break free from the
confines of Spit.

‘A lyrical and haunting read - a beautifully observed novelon love and the
loneliness it can bring.’
Cauvery Madhavan - author of Paddy Indian and The Inheritance

‘SPIT is an exquisite work of art and Brennan’s prose exaltspoetry and beauty.
The novel is a song with a melody thathaunts long after you turn the last page.
It takes a deft hand to wring hope from the bog, the mists, the lone, windswept
hills,and Brennan does so masterfully.’

Lester Walbrugh - author of Let It Fall Where It Willand Elton Baatjies

David Brennan won the Frank O'Connor Mentorship
Bursary Award in 2016 and in 2017 he was longlisted
for the Colm Tobin Award.

He was one of the winners of the Irish Novel Fair in
2018 with his debut novel, Upperdown, which was
published by époque press in June 2019.

David lives and writes in China and SPIT is David's
second novel.




Brick Dust

This sprawling saga of
family and class is told by
an enigmatic narrator, a
hoarder of documents,
who is trying to lay out a
history of the Nacullian
family. As the jumble

of their lives is pieced
together we witness them
migrate, marry, work up
library fines, die, build Anisamtoundgtorce
bridges and Morris dance.

Brick Dust is a comedic tale
about the struggle to make
something solid, when all
we have is dust?

"A raucous tour de force, full of gallows humour, inventiveness and depravity. It
takes a sharp mind to capture the bedlam of life, and guide us through it. And a
sharper mind still to see the hilarity in it all.’

Darran Anderson - author of Inventory and Imaginary Cities)

Craig Jordan-Baker is a Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at The University of
Brighton. He has published fiction in New Writing, Text, Firefly Magazine and
the époque press é-zine, among others. His drama has been widely performed,
including his adaptation of Beowulf and he has had dramatic work comm|55|oned
from organisations such as The New Forest National
Park, The National Archives and The Booth Museum of
Natural History. He is contributing co-editor of Writing
Landscape and Setting in the Anthropocene- Britain and
Beyond and regularly runs nature-based writing events
and courses.

Craig is the author two novels, The Nacullians and Brick
Dust, and co-author of If the River is Hidden.




Sweep the Cobwebs off the Sky

As spring evenings lengthen
over Kilnavarn House, two

SWQQP the sisters, looking after their

infirm mother, navigate the

CObwebS fragile territory between past

off the Sky

and present.

Memories of a troubled
upbringing resurface and the
house holds ontothe women,
as it always has, refusing

to let them go until long
suppressed truths are spoken.

Sweep the Cobwebs off the

Mary O Donnell Sky is a tender exploration of
ageing, memory, place, and
Q the desire for reconciliation.

Mary O’Donnell has been publishing novels, short stories and poetry since
1990 and her work is regarded as key in expanding the horizons of Ireland’s
traditionally male-dominated literary world. ‘The Light Makers’, Mary's debut
best-selling novel, received the Sunday Tribune’s Best New Irish Novel 1992
Award and her other published novels include ‘The Elysium Testament’ and
"Where They Lie". Her most recent and highly praised collection of short stories,
'Walking Ghosts' was published in 2025.

Mary has taught Creative Writing at the universities
of Galway, Maynooth, University College Dublin and
University College Cork, as well as for the University
of Sdo Paulo. She has also held several prominent
international writing residencies including at the
Princess Grace Irish Library Monaco, the Irish College
in Paris, and the Irish College in Leuven and she is a
member of Ireland’s affiliation of artists, Aosdana.

Sweep the Cobwebs off the Sky, Mary’s latest novel,
will be published in March 2026.




Where the Shadows End

Sam, a 45-year-old Londoner
of mixed heritage, has lived his
life accompanied by voices no
one else can hear. Chief among
them is the taunting echo of a
childhood bully who refuses

to let Sam forget the guilt he
carries over his mother's death.

HERE LOUISA BELLO

The past and present begin

to collide in Sam's fractured
mind as he is drawn into a
labyrinth of memory and
revelation that challenges
everything he thought he knew.

Luminous, unsettling and
tender, Where the Shadows End
is a powerful meditation on
self-acceptance, the nature of
guilt and the need to belong.

Louisa Bello is a British-Nigerian humanitarian, English teacher, aunt, friend and
Nina Simone worshipper from South London, who now lives in Brighton with her
fur baby, Bella. She is well-known for her ‘Be Kind' mantra, hatred of snakes, and
she holds a First Class Degree in Creative Writing from Birkbeck University and
a Master’s (Distinction) in Creative Writing from Goldsmiths, University of London.

Where the Shadows End, Louisa’s debut novel will be
published in May 2026. It was long-listed for the Pat
Kavanagh Prize for Writing Excellence and enabled by
an Arts Council Time To Write grant.




“Thank you for taking
the time to read this.

We hope you will
consider our titles now
and in the future.”

€poque press




